
Approval to accept Standard Agreements from the California Department of Public Health to support 
the Department of Public Health’s Environmental Health Ocean Monitoring Program and Radiation 
Management Program.

SUBJECT

July 20, 2010

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

APPROVAL OF STANDARD AGREEMENTS FROM THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC HEALTH FOR ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH’S OCEAN MONITORING AND PUBLIC 

NOTIFICATION SERVICES AND FOR RADIATION MANAGEMENT PROGRAM (ALL DISTRICTS) 
(3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1.  Authorize and instruct the Director of Department of Public Health (DPH), or his designee, to 
accept and sign the Standard Agreement 10-95315 (Exhibit I) from the California Department of 
Public Health (CDPH) in the amount of $35,350 funded through the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) for the period of July 1, 2010 through December 31, 2010, for Beach 
Water Quality Monitoring and Public Notification services.

2.  Delegate authority to the Director of DPH, or his designee, to accept and sign any amendments to 
Standard Agreement Number 10-95315 with CDPH for the period of July 1, 2010 through December 
31, 2010 that allow for the increase/decrease of funding up to 25 percent of the grant award for 
Beach Water Quality Monitoring and Public Notification services, subject to review and approval by 
County Counsel and the Chief Executive Officer (CEO), and notification to your Board.
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3.  Delegate authority to the Director of DPH, or his designee, to accept and sign future Standard 
Agreements from CDPH at amounts directed by CDPH for calendar years 2011, 2012, and 2013; 
and amendments that allow for the increase/decrease up to 25 percent of each individual grant 
award for Beach Water Quality Monitoring and Public Notification services, subject to review and 
approval by County Counsel and the CEO, and notification to your Board.

4.  Delegate authority to the Director of DPH, or his designee, to accept and execute a forthcoming 
Standard Agreement from the CDPH to support DPH’s Environmental Health Radiation Management 
 Program (EHRMP) from  July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2012 in an amount not to exceed 
$3,400,000 per fiscal year contingent on the availability of funds from CDPH.

5.  Delegate authority to  the Director of DPH, or his designee, to  fill  two  additional 
positions (Principal Radiation Protection Specialist), one in FY 2010-11 and one in FY 2011-12, in 
excess of what is currently authorized in the DPH’s staffing ordinance, pursuant to Section 6.06.020 
of the County Code, subject to allocation, funded by CDPH and net County cost to implement the 
activities required by State law.  

6.  Delegate authority to the Director of DPH, or his designee, to execute amendments and/or 
supplements to the forthcoming Standard Agreement that extend the term, permit the rollover of 
unspent funds, and/or increase or decrease funding up to 25 percent of each fiscal year’s (FY) total 
award from July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2012, subject to review and approval by County Counsel 
and the CEO, and notification to your Board.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

Approval of the actions as requested in Recommendations 1, 2, and 3 authorizes DPH to accept 
grant awards from CDPH to perform beach water quality monitoring services and public notification 
of beach water quality.

Grant funding will enable DPH to continue to monitor beach water quality at County beaches by 
obtaining beach water samples on a weekly basis for laboratory testing, and to notify the public when 
State standards for certain bacteria are exceeded.

Approval of the actions as requested in Recommendations 4, 5, and 6 allows DPH to accept funding 
to continue supporting the  DPH’s EHRMP and to fill two positions to perform  radioactive materials 
or X-ray inspections,  to provide technical evaluations of applications for new or renewed radioactive 
material licenses,  to investigate radiologic incidents and complaints, and to respond to radiation 
emergencies.    Currently inspections are not able to be performed in a timely manner, and the 
DPH’s EHRMP must request assistance from the State  as an interim measure.  But the State 
cannot provide such assistance indefinitely, thus adding the two positions will allow DPH staff to 
perform the inspections within timelines established by the California Health and Safety Code law.

CDPH is responsible for Statewide regulation of ionizing radiation sources. State law provides 
authority for counties to conduct technical evaluations of applicants and sites prior to issuance of 
licenses by CDPH, conduct inspections and investigations, and respond to radiological emergencies 
in Los Angeles County. 
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Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The recommended actions support Goal 3, Community and Municipal Services and Goal 4, Health 
and Mental Health of the County Strategic Plan.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

Ocean Monitoring and Public Notification Program

Approval of this proposed Board action will allow DPH to accept funding under CDPH Standard 
Agreement Number 10-95315 to support DPH’s Environmental Health Beach Water Quality 
Monitoring and Public Notification services in the amount of $35,350 for the period of July 1, 2010 
through December 31, 2010.  Funding for this Standard Agreement is provided to CDPH by the 
ARRA funds. 

Funding for this agreement will be included in DPH’s fiscal year (FY) 2010-11 Supplemental Budget 
request.

Radiation Program

The total amount of funding available to DPH under the forthcoming CDPH Standard Agreement to 
support DPH’s Environmental Health Radiation Management Program from July 1, 2010 through 
June 30, 2012 is approximately $3,400,000 per fiscal year.  Due to the State cap/limit on Salary and 
Employee Benefits (S&EB), DPH supports a portion of the costs of the Radiation Management 
Program with existing net County cost (NCC).  The estimated amount of NCC required to fund the 
difference in cost resulting from the State’s cap on S&EB is $207,000 for FY 2010-11 and $228,000 
for FY 2011-12, which DPH will access from its own existing resources.  

Funding for the two new positions is new and will be included in the forthcoming grant budget as 
follows:  One of the positions will be included in FY 2010-11 grant budget;  the second will be 
included in FY 2011-12.  As such, one position will be included in DPH’s FY 2010-11 Supplemental 
Budget while the second position will be included in DPH’s FY 2011-12 Proposed Budget.

Funding will be requested in future FYs, as necessary.  

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Ocean Monitoring and Public Notification 

The California Health and Safety Code, Section 115875 to 115895, requires the local Health 
Authority to test for water quality at public beaches from April 1 through October 31 of each year, if 
the beaches are visited by more than 50,000 people each year and receive water from storm drains.  
Local Health Authorities are also required to test the waters adjacent to these public beaches for 
microbiological contaminants including, but not limited to, total coliform, fecal coliform, and 
Enterococcus Bacteria.  Whenever any beach fails to meet the State’s bacteriological standards, the 
Health Officer must  post the beach with conspicuous warning signs to inform the public of the nature 
of the problem and the possibility of risk to public health, and establish a telephone hotline to inform 
the public of all beaches currently closed, posted, or otherwise restricted. When warranted, the 
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Health Officer must close and restrict the use of beaches that are impacted by sewage or chemical 
spills. The Health Officer report’s bacteria levels, warnings and closures to the California Department 
of Public Health.

County Counsel has approved Exhibit I as to use.

Radiation Program

Since 1964, CDPH has supported and contracted with the County to inspect radioactive material 
licensees and radiation producing machines.  Duties include, but are not limited to, evaluating the 
use of machines and the storage, handling, disposal, and transportation of radioactive materials, 
response to routine emergencies, and support for related new services such as DPH Environmental 
Health’s response to potential radiological terrorist events. 

Attachment A is the Grant Management Form for grants exceeding $100,000.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Approval of the noted actions will allow DPH to continue 1) beach monitoring and public notification, 
and 2) to monitor radiation control activities. 

Respectfully submitted,

JONATHAN E. FIELDING, M.D., M.P.H.

Director and Health Officer

JEF: rdt

Enclosures

c: c:  Chief Executive Office
     County Counsel
     Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
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